
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
- - - - --- - --- - -- - -- - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -x 
RACHAEL LEIGH KONZ, 

Petitioner and Cross-Respondent, : 

-against-

MORGAN STANLEY SMITH BARNEY, LLC 
and MORGAN STANLEY SMITH BARNEY FA 
NOTES HOLDINGS, LLC, 

Respondents and Cross-Petitioners.: 
------------------------------------x 

GEORGE B. DANIELS, United States District Judge: 

MEMORANDUM DECISION 

AND ORDER 

18 Civ. 5181 (GBD) 

Petitioner and Cross-Respondent Rachael Leigh Konz seeks to vacate an arbitration 

award entered against her and in favor of Respondents and Cross-Petitioners Morgan Stanley 

Smith Barney, LLC and Morgan Stanley Smith Barney FA Notes Holdings, LLC (collectively, 

"MSSB"). (Pet., ECF No. 1.) MSSB opposes the petition and seeks to confirm the award. (ECF 

No. 27.) Konz's petition is DENIED. MSSB's cross-petition is GRANTED. 

I. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

On May 3 and September 17, 2013, Konz signed two promissory notes (the "Notes") in 

connection with her employment by MSSB. (Pet., Ex. E ("Award"), ECF No. 1-5, at 1.) Each of 

the Notes also contains an arbitration clause, which provides: 

Any controversy or claim arising out of or in any way relating to this 
Agreement shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with the 
rules of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority ("FINRA") in 
accordance with the FINRA Code of Arbitration Procedure for 
Industry Disputes. Any judgment or award entered by the 
arbitrator(s) may be entered in any court having jurisdiction thereof. 

(Pet., Ex. A, ECF No. 1-1, at 8, 7; Pet., Ex. B, ECF No. 1-2, at 8, 7.) 
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